Lungren Town Hall
Galt, CA

Tuesday, Oct. 18, 2011

Lungren Town Hall report in a nutshell. Room was about one fifth full (about 35 people?)  Cops were everywhere; they must have known something was afoot. It seemed like over half the people attending were mad as hell and very outspoken. I have never been at a Lungren meeting that was so loud and unruly, and in which he could not gain control.

I arrived at about 7:05. There were about 8-10 police/Sheriff’s cars in front of Littleton Community Center. There were more in parking spaces and the parking lot has plenty of empty spaces.

I walked into the hall. There were about five policemen guarding the door of the meeting room as I entered.

There was a table by the door with sign-in sheets; I signed. The people behind the table were Lungren’s staff and probably a couple of volunteers.

The room was set up with chairs for 200-250 people. There were 35-40 people scattered around. The side of the room by the door was lined with Lungren staff, most of whom I recognize, and about 10-12 police, including a German Shepherd police dog.. For a room as sparsely populated as this one, about half of whom are seniors, this seemed like extreme overkill.

A staffer was introducing Lungren, who was standing in front near the podium. He walked up to polite but sparse applause.
About 7 people are people I know I invited there: Me, Anne, Patrick, Fred, Sharon, Tom, Joe. We were scattered around the room. 
Lungren introduced staff. He talked about the loss of the page system, (and blamed Nancy Pelosi); which I doubt anyone is interested in. He talked about the jobs bill which the Senate just voted down, saying it was a bi-partisan vote because Lieberman voted against it. I shouted that Lieberman is not a Democrat. He seemed surprised. (Lieberman gets cited repeatedly later on.)
People started to talk, some after being called on and some shouting out their questions or comments. I don’t know any of them except the 7 of us, but they are angry and scared. They have questions about job creation, about Medicare, about Social Security, about foreclosure, about income disparity. He has no real answers for any of them. Mostly the police stay at the side, but on several occasions they come over to us, and on one occasion, a man says something in the ear of one of one of our people, who had been shouting out a comment. The guy later said that the man was a sheriff and told him if he didn’t be quiet Lungren would leave. Later a little lady who had to be 80 or more stood up and launched into a rambling statement about the “notch baby question”. As she moved about somewhat and flailed her arms, 6 or 7 officers ran up to the front of the room and surrounded her. Confused she may have been but not dangerous! At no time did Lungren suggest that his staff could help anyone. At one point our person ran over to the notch lady and took her to a Lungren staffer.

A young man had a heartfelt plea for help in saving his home. No help from Lungren. A middle aged man who was accompanied b y two women said the three of them had set up a group to work together on their job search, but were having trouble finding a place to meet. Lungren seemed bemused and then said haltingly that maybe his staff could help. No actual offer though. 

I asked when Lungren would have a Medicare meeting; no answer. One of our guys said he would fight hard against Lungren in the race, largely because of misstatements on the mailer Lungren sent out; that elicited Lungren’s regular comment about his mother teaching him to be polite. An older gentleman in the front had a statement about Medicare, not balancing the budget on the backs of seniors. He was eloquent.  There were other shout-outs on some of Lungren’s most egregious lies.
In some ways the turn-out was disappointing. My people were not in the numbers I had hoped for. Here is why (I believe):

1. The City Council meeting was 6-9 the same night, and the big issue was letting Occupy Sac camp out in  the park. This is a big issue partly because Cindy Sheehan and another dozen of our best activists spent 12-15 hours in jail Sunday, and also because we have an ordinance not allowing homeless people to camp out. Essentially they can’t lie down anywhere in the city.

2. Union members all had an important meeting last night.

3. Occupy Sac. is still sucking up a lot of Sacramento’s energy. 

4. The meeting was in Galt at 7. There are only two ways to get there, and both are awful during rush hour. (What should have taken 45 minutes took us almost 2 hours to drive.)
5. Meeting took place after dark. Many of my senior friends don’t like to drive after dark. 

The good news of course is that people are mad as hell. Some waited to be called on and some didn’t. I shouted out, but I also raised my hand and was not called on… even though in that sparse crowd it was hard not to notice me. But I was delighted to see how little support he had and how much rage there was over the economy, jobs, the income gap, and of course Medicare and Social Security. I would estimate there were about 12-15 instances of people shouting out. He chastised us for rudeness at first, but the audience didn’t support him much and he gave up.
Lungren was tentative, erratic; I would say he is in disarray and scared. I doubt he will return to Galt. (Galt will NOT be in his district after redistricting, which may be part of the reason for low attendance. Though I doubt the average person knew that.)

