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 Overview of the Strengthen Social Security Campaign
The Strengthen Social Security Campaign (SSSC) was formed in June 2010 and is comprised of more than 320 national and state organizations representing more than 50 million Americans from many of the nation’s leading aging, labor, disability, women’s, children, consumer, civil rights and equality organizations. For more information go to www.strengthensocialsecurity.org
Campaign Principles

The Campaign opposes any cuts to Social Security benefits, including increasing the retirement age.  It also opposes efforts to privatize Social Security, in whole or in part.

Organizations that have joined the Strengthen Social Security Campaign are committed to seven principles:
1. Social Security did not cause the federal deficit; its benefits should not be cut to reduce the deficit.  

2. Social Security should not be privatized in whole or in part. 

3. Social Security should not be means-tested.

4. Congress should act in the coming few years to close Social Security’s funding gap by requiring those who are most able to afford it to pay somewhat more. 
5. Social Security’s retirement age, already scheduled to increase from 65 to 67, should not be raised further. 

6. Social Security’s benefits should not be reduced, including by changes to the cost of living adjustment (COLA) or the benefit formula.

7. Social Security’s benefits should be increased for those who are most disadvantaged.  

Importance of Social Security to Americans 
· 55 million people in about 1 out of 4 households receive Social Security benefits. 

· Social Security is not just for retirees – almost 1 out of 3 beneficiaries receive disability or survivor benefits.   

· Social Security is the nation’s largest and most generous disability program – about 11 million people with disabilities, their spouses and children receive Social Security benefits.
· Social Security is the nation’s largest and most generous children’s program covering about 6.8 million children.
· Almost 2 out of 3 seniors rely on Social Security for half or more of their income. More than 1 out of 3 seniors relies on Social Security for 90% or more of their income. 
· Social Security lifts 20 million Americans out of poverty.
· Women are 56% of adult Social Security beneficiaries.
· 45% of veterans rely on Social Security, or 9.3 million of the nation’s 21 million veterans.
Strengthen Social Security Campaign Accomplishments Since June 2010
· Built a broad-based campaign of more than 320 national and state organizations. 

· Successfully pushed President Obama to not call for cuts to Social Security in his 2011 State of the Union speech and deficit-reduction proposals (twice).
· Stopped President Obama’s Fiscal Commission from getting a supermajority that would have fast-tracked legislation in Congress to cut Social Security; got Commission to support some benefit improvements and declare Social Security does not cause the federal deficit.
· Got nearly 60% of Democrats in the House of Representatives to oppose benefit cuts.
· Developed a core of 20 Senators to oppose Social Security cuts, including helping to establish a Defend Social Security Caucus.
· Conducted polling and message work that has shaped the campaign’s message and significantly influenced members of Congress and the media. 
· Secured significant media coverage against proposals to cut Social Security benefits.
· Helped make Social Security an issue in 70 Senate and House races in the 2010 elections.
· Provided expert policy analysis to policymakers and the media.
· Prepared many reports, analyses and fact sheets, including 50 state reports showing Social Security’s effects at the state and congressional district level. 
Current Program
· Get President Obama to be a Social Security champion and to oppose benefit cuts.
· 2011: Get Social Security excluded from any deficit-reduction legislation in Congress because it has not contributed a penny to the deficit. Conduct an aggressive lobbying campaign in Washington and across the country. 

· Ongoing: Build support for a reform plan with significant benefit improvements that closes Social Security’s long-range funding gap that begins in 2036 through progressive taxes. For example, scrapping the payroll tax cap set at $106,800 so that the 6 percent of the population making more than that amount pays taxes on all of their wages. This will guarantee that full Social Security benefits can be paid for the next 75 years and beyond.
To Join the Strengthen Social Security Campaign as an Organization or Individual:

· Organizations joining the Campaign simply support the Campaign’s principles described above. To sign up go to http://strengthensocialsecurity.org/JoinCoalition
· To get Campaign action alerts go to http://www.strengthensocialsecurity.org/action
· For additional information contact Michael Phelan, Operations Manager, Strengthen Social Security Campaign, mphelan@socialsecurity-works.org; 202-587-1614
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