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President's Message 
Dear Friends, 
Welcome to the National Committee's website. We're glad you came to visit. 

The National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare was founded in 1982 to serve as an advocate for the landmark federal programs of Social Security and Medicare and for all Americans who seek a healthy, productive and secure retirement. 

With millions of members and supporters across America, we are the nation's second-largest grassroots citizens organization devoted to the retirement future for all citizens - from our "twenty-something" generation and baby-boomers to the nation's thirty-four million seniors. 

The National Committee's headquarters is just a few blocks from Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., but our reach is nationwide. Our staff of grassroots managers and policy analysts is regularly on the road, in the country's largest cities and its smallest rural towns, for town hall meetings and policy briefings. Meanwhile, our Area Representatives and State Advocacy Representatives represent the National Committee at a variety of local events. 

With a program of education and information, we encourage our members and the public to learn about the legislative and regulatory proposals which will affect their working and retirement life. In turn, we take their concerns directly to the White House and the Congress with our staff of professional lobbyists. 

The clear voice of our members and supporters is the National Committee's most powerful asset. Their views - expressed through petitions, phone calls and personal letters - has long made a crucial difference in the outcome of legislation in the Congress. Lawmakers know that our members and like-minded citizens are a potent political force with the time, concern and dedication for getting things done in Washington. 

We hope you enjoy our website and find it useful. And we invite you to join the National Committee and take a stand for a secure retirement for all Americans.
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Max Richtman, J.D. 
President/CEO



Mission Statement of the National Committee
The mission of the National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare, a membership organization, is to protect, preserve, promote, and ensure the financial security, health, and the well being of current and future generations of maturing Americans.
The National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare acts in the best interests of its members through advocacy, education, services, grassroots efforts, and the leadership of the Board of Directors and professional staff.
The efforts of the National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare are directed toward developing better-informed citizens and voters.
Our History
The National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare (NCPSSM) was founded in 1982 by former Congressman James Roosevelt, son of President Franklin D. Roosevelt who signed the Social Security Act into law.  Two additional leaders of prominence have also headed the organization; from 1989 - 2001, former Acting Commissioner of the Social Security Administration, Martha A. McSteen, and former Congresswoman Barbara B. Kennelly, who headed the organization from 2002 - 2011. Max Richtman, who served as Executive Vice President since 1989, was appointed as President and CEO in August 2011.
The National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare is the nation's leading advocacy group that fights to protect Social Security and Medicare. We are a nonpartisan, nonprofit 501(c)(4) organization representing the views of millions of members and supporters nationwide. The mission of the NCPSSM is to protect, preserve, promote, and ensure the financial security, health, and the well being of current and future generations of Americans.
The organization's work is supported through annual membership dues and contributions. NCPSSM receives no federal, state or local government funding, and does not sell any products, services or goods, which distinguishes it from other national seniors' organizations.  NCPSSM members actively participate in and support petition drives, letter campaigns, surveys and polls. To date, more than 74 million petitions and letters to Congress and the President have been signed by our members and supporters. The credibility and strength of the National Committee organization's influence has been attributed in the outcome of many important legislative initiatives. Examples include the successful 1995 campaign against a proposed $270 billion in cuts to Medicare, the passage of the Senior Citizens' Freedom to Work Act in 2000, and the defeat of President's Bush's Social Security privatization plan in 2005. The National Committee was the leading voice of opposition to the passage of the Medicare Modernization Act of 2003 and it continues to fight for reforms to correct the many flaws in the current law. *
A team of highly experienced policy analysts and lobbyists meets regularly with Members of Congress and their staffs to present the National Committee's positions and make recommendations regarding current legislative proposals. Through its Political Action Committee, NCPSSM supports incumbents and challengers who have demonstrated a strong commitment to seniors' issues. Voting records, campaign questionnaires and candidate interviews guide are considered when determining PAC support.   
Grassroots activities are conducted through a national network of managers, Area Representatives, Advocacy Leaders, volunteers and a Washington DC Rally Corp. NCPSSM representatives organize and participate in workshops, forums, conferences and exhibits to provide legislative updates, advocacy training and education.
In 1994, NCPSSM was admitted as a member of the Leadership Council of Aging Organizations (LCAO), a coalition of 64 of the nation's non-profit organizations serving older Americans. By unanimous vote in 1999, NCPSSM became one of five chairing organizations for LCAO and since then has successfully led the coalition three times.
The Board of Directors is elected by the NCPSSM members. The Board meets three times per year to provide strategic guidance and support for the work of NCPSSM staff. Leaders in business, government, policy, education, healthcare and advocacy fill the 14 board positions.   
The National Committee commemorated 25 years of advocacy in 2008 and launched the NCPSSM Foundation, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization whose mission is to protect, promote and ensure the financial security, health and well-being of current and future generations of Americans through research, analysis and public education.



National Committee Victories:  Recent battles we've fought to protect Social Security and Medicare benefits
2010 - Fought to ensure Medicare was improved and strengthened as part of the Affordable Care Act .  And after a contentious and historic battle, the National Committee succeeded and legislation was signed into law that lowers beneficiaries' out-of-pocket costs, closes the Part D prescription drug "donut hole," and strengthens the Medicare program.
2009 - Led the fight again (like we did in 2008) to make seniors eligible for stimulus checks. The initial proposal for the Recovery and Reinvestment Act targeted all workers but excluded non-working seniors. With our successful lobbying efforts, seniors were included in the final bill. This time seniors are not required to complete any IRS filings and will automatically receive checks.
2008 - Led the battle to stop the harmful "Medicare Trigger" that imposes an arbitrary 45 percent cap on the government's funding of Medicare. And we achieved victory, although temporary, convincing Congress to postpone this harmful provision of the Medicare Modernization Act for the next two years.
2008 - Led efforts to convince Congress to pass the Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act (MIPPA), which reduced government subsidies to Medicare Advantage plans, improved benefits for mental health, and averted a 10.6 percent cut in fees to physicians who treat Medicare patients, helping to preserve beneficiary access to doctors and other practitioners.
2007 - Helped persuade the House to pass legislation strengthening Medicare for future generations and correcting many of the flaws in the Medicare Modernization Act of 2003.
2007 - Convinced Congress to increase funding levels and thereby prevent massive furloughs at the Social Security Administration. The National Committee successfully fought for increased funds, averting office closures all over the country in 2007. After continued intense lobbying, Congress approved funding for Fiscal Year 2008 at $451 million over the previous year's level, helping speed up disability reviews.
2005/2006 - Thwarted the most serious attempt ever to partially privatize Social Security, flooding Capitol Hill with petitions and letters to Congress and the White House reaffirming seniors' rejection of private Social Security accounts. Town hall meetings, Capitol Hill briefings, talk show appearances, and our member-supported media campaign also helped erode and reverse lawmakers' support for privatization legislation. (Today, we continue to hold the line on privatization for the 19th consecutive year!)
2005 - Launched an aggressive campaign to protect Social Security Cost-of-Living Adjustments (COLAs) from soaring Medicare out-of-pocket costs. Under the Medicare Modernization Act of 2003, annual increases in Medicare deductibles have joined premiums in being indexed to rising health care inflation, and out-of-pocket costs will eventually consume nearly half of the average Social Security benefit check. Our campaign has been successful in bringing Congress' attention to this critical and growing issue, but we need to fight even harder to push Congress to take corrective action.
2004 - Helped save Social Security funds from being cut under a Balanced Budget Constitutional Amendment by demonstrating overwhelming grassroots opposition to H.J. Res. 22. With appeals from 1.4 million National Committee members and supporters, the Constitutional Amendment was pulled from consideration before a scheduled vote in the House Judiciary Committee! There is talk almost every year about bringing it back up for a vote, so we need to keep a wary eye on it.
2003 - Prevented the full privatization of Medicare by helping defeat a dangerous House bill calling for full premium support, while continuing the fight to fix the misguided Medicare Modernization Act of 2003 that passed in its place. To date, millions of our members have signed letters and petitions to Congress urging immediate, "corrective" Medicare bills to make prescription drugs affordable and available to all seniors. In addition, we are determined to prevent the new law's privatization experiment scheduled to begin in 2010.
2000 - The National Committee was instrumental in earning seniors who have reached 'normal retirement age' the unlimited right to work without losing some of their Social Security benefits. In large part because of our efforts, the Senior Citizens' Freedom to Work Act was passed and signed into law on April 7, 2000.
2000 - Coordinated a coalition of senior organizations' efforts to reauthorize the Older Americans Act (OAA), ensuring continued funding for a variety of state and local programs, including meals programs, in-home support services, pension counseling programs, and jobs programs for seniors.  We were successful in getting this program reauthorized again in 2006.
1999 - Helped pass the Work Incentives Improvement Act that allows disabled workers receiving Social Security and Supplemental Security Income payments to retain their Medicare or Medicaid insurance for longer periods after returning to work.
1997 - Stopped in the Senate, one vote shy of the two-thirds majority required for passage - a proposal, already passed in the House, for a Balanced Budget Constitutional Amendment that did not protect the Social Security Trust Funds.
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